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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A cap and utensil assembly, comprising: 

a cap having a cap top with an inner surface having at least a contact area, and having at 
least one upwardly standing sidewall adjacent to the cap top, said sidewall having an inner 
surface; 

a rib structure on the inner surface of the sidewall defining a first plane ; and 
a one-piece rigid utensil compr i si ng a c up po rtion and a handle, the cup portion having an 
enclosed volume and a depth greater than its width, the cup portion having a curved sidewall 
integral its distal end , the handle being substantial l y t hinner than the w idt h of the cup portion, and 
having a first portion and a second portion substantially perpendicular to the first portion with a 
curved distal end, the utensil with a s eeep^ertkH^^QBd-having points of contact consisting 
essentially of a first point being a line contact between the curved sidewall of the cup portion and 
the rib str ucture, a ae4~second pomts-point being a li ne et-contact betwee n the curved distal end 
of the hand le and wtth-the rib structure and at least -p artia ll y alo n g an ax4s-e£sy mmetry of the 
utensi l and a third point of contact between the cup portion andea- the contact area of the cap top 
at least partially within a contact - second p lane through the axis of symmetry, the eetrtaet- second 
plane being substantially perpendicular to a third plane of the inner surface of the cap top and 
different from the first plane of the rib ; 

wherein the three-points of contact ensure that the utensil is securely held within the cap, 
and yet is readily removable therefrom. 

2. (currently amended) The eapA-itensl^)mbn^atk>n cap and, utensil assembly 
according to claim 1, wherein the rib structure is a continuous rib on the inner surface of the 
sidewall. 

3. (currently amended) The cap and utensil assembly eap^j^ensi^e^B^tBatien 
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according to claim 2, wherein the rib structure is spaced a predetermined distance from the inner 
surface of the cap top. 



4. (currently amended) The cap and utensil assembly eapArte a si l comb i nation 

according to claim 1, wherein the rib structure h as -a pl u ralit y o f rib segmen ts o n the i n ner surface 
e4-tii^side^vaU" Cup portion has an opening in a plane perpendicular to the cap top. 



5. (currently amended) The eap/utensi kap and utensil assembly -eembmatkm 
according to claim 14^ wherein the l ine contact between t h e curved sidewall of the cu p portion 
and, the rib structure is substantially longer than line contact between the curved distal end of the 
handle and the ri b struc ture , t h e - rib st ructure is spaced a p r ede termined d is ta nc e from the inner 




according to claim 4-5, wherein the line contact between the curv ed sidewal l o f the cup portion 
and the rib structure extends along the entire depth of the cup portion and the line contact 
be tween t he curved d is tal end of the handle and t he rib struc ture extends along the entire le ngth 
of die curved distal end J wlregeifl4ke irt with ir sfaed-seeend 

ends, and a mat e r ia l section with fi rst and se cond ends, the s econ d en d of the h andle4>ejftg 
attached to t h eHseeoad-^ wher ei n the first e nd of the handle* w feeh4s 

su b stant i ally opposed .from the second end of the han d le , i s engageable wi th th e rib s tr ucture at 
the fii-sfr -petafef cont ac t, a nd w herein the fast- end of t he materi a l s e cti o n , wh i c h is subst an t ially 
opposed from the seco n d- end - of - t he mat e rial-s ection, is engageable with t he rib st ructure at the 
seeead-p eint o f contacV ^^H^ the locatio n o f the fir st p oin t o f 

co n tact. 

7. (currently amended) The cap/utensi l conibinatio n c a p and utensil assembly 
according to claim ]_6, wherein the inner surface of the cap top is substantially flat wi th no 
e x t ensions, material se ct i on has a n op e n t op portion, and wherein th e o pen top portion of the 
utensi l corc teets^fo^ee nu^ of the c a p to p a t th e th^ 





(currently amended) The cap/utensi 



r eap and utensil assembly 
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8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The eap/^eft^^-effi-bm^ffl cap and utensil assembly 
according to claim 1, wherein the m a terial c u p p ortion .section of the utensil has a substantially 
oval cross-sectional configuration. 

10. (currently amended) The i^/Btensy^emfek^m-en cap mid utensil assembly 
according to claim 1, wherein the m at e rial s e ct i on e up pen ion of the utensil has a substantially 
square cross-sectional configuration. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The eayv^n^y^emN^afiCT cap and utensil assembly 
according to claim 1, wherein the material sect km c up portion of the utensil has a spout. 

12-20. (cancelled) 
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